GERMANY AND THE FUTURE OF EUROPE

Still any serious stocktaking of the real situation must start
with the somewhat rough statement: Five years after the total
victory over the Third Reich we know that totalitarianism is
not vanquished yet. Not only are we faced with the same prob-
lem in the new and more powerful version of bolshevism, but we
also have to grapple with the legacy of naziism that may well
breed a more potent concoction. In other words, the annihila-
tion of dictatorial leadership and its institutional frame does not
suffice if we do not eradicate the matrix of totalitarianism; and
that matrix rests, to my mind, in the main crisis strata. I
address myself, therefore, primarily to that question: What
happened to those strata? It is in these social forces that one
finds an important key to the appeal, the strength, and the re-
sistance of twentieth-century revolutions. Destroying the symp-
toms, eradicating the top men, without detecting its core, will
not finish the fight.

Important as were the much-talked-about Junkers^ the secret
army staff, and the captains of industry in the making of the
Third Reich, it seems to me that the raw material of German
National Socialism was found in three basic groups at that time.
These groups are different now, and they are different in various
countries. They are still significant in Germany today: the frus-
trated middle class of inflation days, the rootless unemployed
of the great depression, and the smaller though articulate group
of soldiers of fortune who did not find their way home from the
battlefields of the first World War and who led the march into
the second. The greatest dangers for a stable postwar settle-
ment again derive from the same old groups which formed the
mass following of National Socialism and, moreover, from those
new layers that are not integrated into the living community.
They will be the ready recruits for a new myth, whatever it
may be.

Where do we stand five years after the breakdown of the
Third Reich? In a sense, one might say great progress has been
made since those days without hope and without food, when a
pulverized society in 1945 had lost all yardsticks and when the
shady black markets of "Veronica towns" had demoralized and
disintegrated its men and women. The turning point surely